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Cargo crimes costs 
Canadians $5 BILLION
every year!
The Region of Peel is a targeted area for cargo thefts.

Cargo theft is not a victimless crime. It is a cost to everyone; 

impacting wages, the cost of goods to retailers and 

consumers, and puts the safety of truck drivers and other 

industry employees at risk.

The most critically impacted are the trucking companies 

who pay for the stolen products and the loss. This inflicts 

serious financial damages to these companies such as 

business disruption, loss of customers, increased insurance 

costs, and even bankruptcy.

In the Region of Peel alone, cargo theft results in an annual 

multi-million dollar loss. These crimes often go unreported 

in the illegal market, making it difficult to recover stolen 

goods and to prosecute offenders.

Stolen products are often sold at discounted prices, and the 

profits are used to fund organized criminal activities, such 

as gun and/ or drug trafficking.

Is your establishment likely to attract a 
potential cargo crime?

Complete our Truck Yard Security Self-Assessment. Take 
action to reduce the risk of thefts and break-ins.

Pick up a self-assessment form at any Peel Regional Police 

station.

Crime Prevention Through
Environmental Design

Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) 
is a design based, crime prevention program. Proper design 
and effective use of the physical environment can help 
reduce the incidence and fear of crime.

Crime Prevention Services offers FREE security audits. These 
audits are designed to identify vulnerable areas in your 
business, and strategies to help reduce those risks.

Contact Crime Prevention Services to learn how CPTED can 
help you.
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Improve security by having proper lighting

inside and outside of your premise.

Consider using a GPS tracker for expensive 

loads. Set the GPS to activate upon movement 

and to send an alert notification if moved at an 

unauthorized time. Consider using geofencing 

apps that send security alerts if your vehicle/cargo 

travels outside its designated route.

Conduct periodic security audits and keep up 

to date with the latest security techniques and 

technology/ devices.

 Technology / Devices

 • Remote Engine Cut-Off • Glad Hand Locks

 • Trailer Telematics • King Pin Locks

 • Dock Locks • Wheel Locks

 • Electronic Locks

AVOID leaving your truck unattended while

it is running.

AVOID loading expensive merchandise before 

the day it will be moved. If it needs to be pre-

loaded the night before, keep the trailer in a 

locked and secured warehouse.
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A high percentage of cargo thefts involve internal 

participation. Thoroughly screen potential 

employees. Provide individual security codes and 

swipe cards for each employee. Discontinue all 

codes upon employee dismissal.

Ask for driver identification and record the 

information. Verify the driver works for the 

company you hired to prevent being scammed.

Use perimeter fencing and access controlled 

gates to secure your yard. Place card access panel 

beyond the driver’s reach prompting driver to exit 

the vehicle. Position a surveillance camera at face 

level to help identify descriptors and clothing.
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Increase your security efforts when theft is most 

likely to occur; while load thefts can happen at 

any time of the day, peak hours are between 

12:00 a.m. – 5:00 a.m. 

Routinely check your truck yard, double check 

loads and inventory upon opening, closing and 

periodically throughout the day. Do not rent your 

yard space. Keep accurate records of items being 

stored on your property to prevent storage of 

stolen goods. You are responsible.

Provide all staff with security training, and 

educate truck drivers on prevention strategies

and personal safety. Conduct periodic reviews.

Remind employees to be alert of their 

surroundings.

Strategically place high resolution video 

surveillance systems on the property to clearly 

identify drivers and remember to always maintain 

them. Ensure video surveillance signage is posted. 
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Theft Prevention Tips
Follow these safety tips to help you reduce the risk 
of crime at your facilities:
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